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Flex II background 

The Flex II (ASD and PFO devices) represent 

the third generation of Occlutech ASD and 

PFO occluders following the Figulla N (CE 

marked in May 2007) and the Flex I device. 

20000 implants have been performed 

worldwide with the Figulla family of ASD and 

PFO occluders. 
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Devices features 
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Devices features 

The device design that 

contain less metal 

gives more device 

flexibility and less 

‘cutting’ edges 
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Angled delivery system  

 - Less tension in the 

   delivery cable means 

   less flicking effect 

    upon device release 

 - Less need to force the 

   septum as the 50  

   degree angle allows 

   adaptation to a large 

   portion of septal   

anatomies 
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Bioptome-type delivery system 

 - Allows a full circular 

movement of the 

device 

 - The lower tension in 

the delivery system 

means that ‘you see 

what you get’ – a bulky 

right disc is typically 

anatomy related 
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Device features 

The hubless left disc 

offers an atraumatic 

distal end entering the 

LA 
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Device features 

The ceramic titanium 

oxide surface gives 

the ‘golden’ aspect of 

the nitinol wires 

The nitinol wires used 

for ASD/PFO devices 

are 40-200 microns in 

diameter. The patch 

material is PET 
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Devices features 

The Occlutech devices 

are less prone by 

design for mushroom 

effects upon 

oversizing, hence the 

3 mm increments of 

size 
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Sheath compatibility 

The Flex II braiding 

technique reduces 

sheath requirements 

on average 20% as 

compared to Flex I. 

This means the ASD 

range going from 8-14 

Fr to 7-12 Fr 
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Sheath compatibility 
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Device features 

A dedicated Occlutech 

Delivery system, 

including a braided 

delivery sheath, is 

available and ballons 
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Future improvement potential of 

ASD/PFO devices 

The main challenge for manufacturers is to 

reduce metal content and still provide an 

easy to use and ‘intuitive’ device.  

We also believe that it is useful to better 

understand the process of endothelial device 

coverage and we are working on an 

endothelial accelerator coating. 
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Thank you for your attention! 
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